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Writing follows the objectives of the National Curriculum. A ‘Talk for Writing’ approach is used as a basis for the delivery of Literacy 

throughout the school, following three distinct stages, Exploring, Building and Inventing. A high level of emphasis is placed upon 
children developing oracy to verbalise ideas speaking in whole sentences, rehearse key language and sentence structure. Teaching staff 

have the flexibility to use Talk for Writing principles as best suit the needs of their children. High-quality texts are carefully selected and 
mapped for each year group. The books form the basis for writing and are often linked to class topics and cover a range of writing 

genres.  

 
* Oracy activities 

* Role play and storytelling 

* Vocabulary games 
* Understanding key vocabulary 

* Story and text mapping 
* Features of the genre 

 

The Building phase  
Once the children are familiar with the text, they are taught the key skills for that unit of writing. As 
they unpick the writing process to prepare them for independent writing, a success criteria is built of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Building phase  
Once the children are familiar with the text, they are taught the key skills for that unit of writing. As they unpick the writing process to 
prepare them for independent writing, a success criteria is built of features required in the children’s writing. The building stage includes 

a range of activities: 
* Grammar lessons linked to the outcome of the final write 

* Punctuation needed to control the writing 

* Teacher Modelling of the writing process 
* Oracy to rehearse sentence structures 

* Paired writing activities 
 
The Inventing phase  
Now that the children have developed these skills, they are equipped to be able to transfer them into an independent piece of writing 
which will demonstrate their knowledge of the language features, grammar skills and style of writing they have been working on. 

Children are given opportunities to plan their invented writing and try out sentence structures through the boxing up process or 

modifying story/text maps, and a toolkit/checklist is built with the children as a guide for their independent work.  
Children edit their own work prior to their final independent draft. (The expectation for the writing is that is independent.)  

 
Children edit their own work prior to their final independent draft. (The expectation for the writing is that it is independent.) The length 

of task is planned to reflect accuracy, rather than quantity; children need to write enough to show cohesion across paragraphs in 
upper Key Stage 2, but younger children would be expected to maintain accuracy across a single paragraph or a set of sentences. As 

they write, children are allowed to follow their plan and use their checklist. Teachers and TAs may encourage children to draw upon 
models and sentence structures to show what they can do.  

 
Handwriting: 

 
Handwriting is taught using the LetterJoin scheme of work from Foundation to Year 6. RWI supports letter formation in Foundation. Pre-

cursive handwriting is taught from Yr1. Children are encouraged to write in full cursive handwriting from Yr2. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


